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Review
Some Historic/Some Hysteric

Clemente Soto Vélez Cultural Center. By lldiko Lujza Nemeth and Jessica
Sofia Mitrani. Dir. Nemeth. With ensemble cast.

Dr. Jean-Martin Charcot was a French
neurologist whose explorations into female
hysteria created a sensation in late-19th-
century Paris and influenced a young student
named Sigmund Freud. Now he is the unlikely
subject of the New Stage Theatre’s visually
striking but thematically simplistic new work
Some Historic/Some Hysteric. Using lecture
transcripts, cocreators Jessica Sofia Mitrani
and lldiko Lujza Nemeth (who also directs) re-
create a surreal version of Charcot'’s bizarre
and highly popular “Tuesday Lectures,” in
which the public was invited to Salpétriere
hospital to watch patients enact their
neurological maladies. Mitrani and Nemeth
smartly view these public forums as more akin
to vaudeville than medicine, and cast the cold,
manipulative Charcot (Markus Hirnigel) as a

sort of ringmaster to an unhappy menagerie of STRONG MEDICINE Hirnigel '-‘—k-'i-:a—l-ag’
freaks and trained beasts. swoon. irnigel makes the facle QUPSTAGED
Photograph: Jonathan Slaff WoR
However, the artists’ conclusions do not range orap afbliools
far beyond the easy ideas that Charcot’s studies were odious and perverse, and that his
subjects were possibly made hysterical by their very treatments. The production is best OWN
when it stops talking (the tedious Icon, played by Gaby Schafer, provides running 2 THISCITY
commentary) and traffics only in disturbing visions, such as a sequence in which the ] LIFE IN
. . . . I.l NEW YORK
patients robotically take a spot of tea, or the super-creepy finale when the miserable
hysterics drift into the audience. More arresting still is a woman (Denice Kondik) in a red- THE
and-black-patterned gown who is seemingly pinned to wallpaper of the identical design for FEED
the duration of the show. Everything we need to know is there in the pained look on Kondik’s EATING AND
perfectly frozen face. — Robert Simonson DRINKING
THE
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MUSIC NEWS
OF NOTE
Comments | Leave a comment THE
No comments yet. Click here and be the first! EB,,"‘NMEE;UP
AND REVIEWS

£

This Beautiful
City

http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric

Seats for a song
Find great deals on
tickets.

A one-man
remake of
First »

e Puppetry of the Penis:
open »

e Irena's Vow takes liberties
with a Holocaust »

e Lolita flirts in a new
multimedia »

In the Heights

Chekhov 101

Page 1 of 3



http://www.timeout.com/
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/store
http://www.timeout.com/travel
http://newyork.timeout.com/chicago
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/kids
https://www.kable.com/pub/tnew/subServices.asp
https://www.kable.com/pub/tnew/subdomblandingrab2.asp?psrc=AUR_m1_m2_y4
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/games
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/dance
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/opera-classical
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/kids
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/clubs
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/books
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/museums
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/art
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/comedy
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/i-new-york
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/music
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/gay
http://newyork.timeout.com/film/newyork
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/real-estate
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/shopping
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/sex-dating
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/travel
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/restaurants-bars
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/theater
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/tv
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/spas-sport
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/own-this-city
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/video
http://www.timeout.com/newyork/section/student-guide
http://www.timeout.com/newyork/section/student-guide
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/real-estate/70084/apartments2008
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/real-estate/70084/apartments2008
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/visitor-info
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/visitor-info
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/continuing-education/47921/never-stop-learning
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/continuing-education/47921/never-stop-learning
http://timeout.buzzd.com/register
http://timeout.buzzd.com/register
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/promotions
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/promotions
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/static_content/promotions/tonyfreeflix.html
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/static_content/promotions/tonyfreeflix.html
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/file/youre-invited/tonylounge
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/file/youre-invited/tonylounge
https://www.kable.com/pub/tnew/subdomblandingrab2.asp?psrc=ALN_m1_m2_y4
https://www.kable.com/pub/tnew/gftDomBLanding.asp?psrc=XLN_m1_m2_y4
https://www.kable.com/pub/tnew/subServices.asp
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/section/theater
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric
http://buzz.yahoo.com/submit/?submitUrl=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric&submitAssetType=text
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=edit&bkmk=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric&title=Some+Historic%2FSome+Hysteric
http://twitter.com/home?status=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/PostTo/Pages/?u=http://newyork.timeout.com/articles/off-off-broadway/3565/some-historic-some-hysteric
http://www.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/71331/seats-for-a-song
http://www.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/71331/seats-for-a-song
http://www3.timeoutny.com/newyork/upstaged/
http://www3.timeoutny.com/newyork/tonyblog/
http://www3.timeoutny.com/newyork/the-feed-blog/restaurants-bars/
http://www3.timeoutny.com/newyork/thevolume/
http://www3.timeoutny.com/newyork/theframeup/
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/71323/videothisbeautifulcity
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/71323/videothisbeautifulcity
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/28283/intheheights
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/28283/intheheights
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/71107/videochekhov101
http://newyork.timeout.com/newyork/articles/theater/71107/videochekhov101
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/UpstagedBlog/~3/_KY3DTNWZCU/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/UpstagedBlog/~3/S4-JXjJG6yg/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/UpstagedBlog/~3/H6xBMNVfcTI/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/UpstagedBlog/~3/nPcX1lhXwoU/



